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he Signature Safari is 
the original Horizon 
Horseback riding holiday, 

which is based on the historic 
family estate. We run a herd of 
over 100 free roaming horses 
and can cater for all levels of 
riders from experienced to 
complete novice.

Wildlife to be seen on the reserve 
include hippo, giraffe, zebra, 
antelope, leopard, caracal, brown 

hyena, jackal, crocodile, 
cape buffalo, ostrich, 
baboon, impala and 
aardvark. There are also 
over 300 bird species on 
the reserve. 

This riding holiday has 
two versions. The one in 

this brochure is fully flexible and 
fine for more novice riders. As 
such, it offer the opportunity for 
many other activities in addition 
to game viewing, in particular 
great outrides over excellent 
riding country and also polocrosse, 
jumping, western games and 
swimming with your horse.

The other is a set itinerary 
and suitable only for strong 
intermediate or advanced 
riders. Details happily 
provided on request.

T

This is the perfect holiday  
for those riders wishing to 
experience the pleasure of 
riding with African wildlife in 
the absence of dangerous game. 

duration:
8 DAYS

airport 
JOHANNESBURG

1-16
MEMBERS

accommodation 
LODGE

country
SOUTH AFRICA

all meals
INCLUDED
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Sample  
ITINERARY*
There are two outrides or riding activities 
a day. Morning rides last 3-4 hours (or less 
if requested) and afternoon rides are some-
what shorter. Jumping is also available on 
request. Rides are tailor-made to suit the 
needs of our guests and we try to be as 
flexible as possible. Route or days may 
be amended due  to weather or items 
otherwise out of our control. 

Day 1
Transfer to Horizon Horseback Signature 
Safari Lodge - about 2.5 hours from Johan-
nesburg.  This afternoon you’ll enjoy an 
introductory ride in the game reserve with 
sundowners served at one of the pictur-
esque hippo dams. 

Day 2
Ride to the original farm homestead of the 
main African village, view the quaint hand 
decorated houses, call in at the historic 
Baber family homestead for tea and a 
visit to the farm creche for some delightful 
entertainment. Afterward, ride back to the 
lodge for a cooling swim in the lake with 
your horse before lunch.  

Later, during the heat of the day, relax by 
the pool or take a siesta.  

In the afternoon, ride out into the game 
area to encounter game on horseback and 
learn the signs of the wild and medicinal 
values of the native bushes and trees.  

Day 3
An outride in the game reserve whilst 
enjoying the excellent going on the 
vast network of sandy tracks. 

After lunch, go on a shopping trip to the 
local town of Vaalwater for some retail 
therapy bush style.  

That afternoon enjoy an introduction 
to polocrosse, an amalgam of polo and 
lacrosse, an invigorating sport that will 
soon have you addicted. 

Day 4
We start the day with another excellent 
outride, perfect for long canters on the 
sandy tracks and more game viewing!

That afternoon - for strong intermediate 
and advanced riders - you set off for Camp 
Davidson, a wonderful tented camp that 
overlooks the Melk Valley. This is camping 
with a difference, beds with duvets and 
cotton sheets, bathrooms with flushing toilets 
and tables laid with crisp white linen.

That evening, enjoy sundowners on the 
camp deck and dinner under the stars with 
the sound of jackal, zebra, hippo and the 
neighboring lions serenading your evening.  

*** More novice riders as well as non riders are 
welcome to join on this adventure and will 
be transported via vehicle instead of riding.  

*�Guests can arrive and depart on any date, we ask for a minimum of a five-night stay and 
recommend seven to ten nights.  This sample itinerary is based on a 9 night stay.
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Sample  
ITINERARY 
Day 5
Enjoy a full morning of riding in the game 
reserve with possible encounters with 
giraffe, eland, wildebeest, waterbuck, 
impala, hartebeest or zebra.  

Lunch is taken en route at one of the neigh-
boring dams, where a cooling swim on the 
horses can be enjoyed. Return to camp in 
the late afternoon for sundowner drinks 
and another starlight dinner. 

Day 6
Depart for the ride back to Horizon in 
time for lunch.  In the afternoon the sad-
dle weary can visit Beadle, the local farm 
community linked project and shop, where 
locals hand make exquisite beaded leather 
products, including browbands and made to 
measure riding chaps. Alternatively, go on a 
gentle outride to discover new parts of the 
beautiful property or to find the hippo.  

Day 7
After many hours in the saddle you may 
opt to take a break and enjoy an outing and 
game drive at a local “big five” reserve with 
the possibility of close encounters with lion, 
elephant, buffalo or cheetah.  

Return to Horizon for lunch. After another 
indulgent afternoon tea, enjoy another 
outride or try your skills over the 
challenging cross country fences. 

Day 8
Riders can opt to take a fun morning 
ride out or relax and enjoy the peace 
and tranquility of the Lodge.

Day 9
In the morning enjoy an exhilarating fast 
ride to one of the furthest points on the 
property, utilizing literally kilometres of 
clear sandy tracks. Back at the lodge enjoy 
a quick swim and a late lunch.

Afternoon tea is followed by an outride 
in the game reserve for one last photo 
opportunity with game, followed by a final 
sundowner on a high rock overlooking the 
tranquil Waterberg landscape. 

Day 10
A final favorite ride of choice before 
departing after lunch.

LEVEL OF RIDING 
With over 100 horses in the 

resident herd, we can 
accommodate all level of rider.  

You will be assessed prior to
your first ride.
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Lodging
All rooms are en suite with either shower or 
bath or both facilities. Seven double rooms 
are separate from the main lodge; three suites 
overlook the lake and have a small veranda area, 
the rondavels are a traditional African dwelling 
adjacent to the lodge with its own charm. There 
is a large living area, dining room and large stoep 
(or verandah) for guests to enjoy. Three deli-
cious meals are served a day with afternoon tea 
before an afternoon ride. All drinks are compli-
mentary. Special diet requirements can also be 
catered for on request.

Non-riding activities 
During your holiday at Horizon’s Signature 
Safari lodge, there are a number of non-rid-
ing activities on offer: sundowners, bush 
walks, game drive, cheetah experience Big 
Five Game drive, elephant interaction and 
swimming, fishing, cultural, historical and 
environmental aspects of the Waterberg 
can be explored. 

The Waterberg is also currently hosting a 
pack of endangered wild dog, which you can 
visit with the Endangered Wildlife Trust 
upon arrangement. The wild dogs are only 
available between June and August when 
they pass through the area for ‘nesting’.

Otherwise, just relax with a massage 
with or enjoy the African bush.

Lodging &  
OTHER ACTIVITIES
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Additional
INFORMATION

INCLUDED:
Accommodation and Riding/

Activities at the Lodge
All meals

Horse and all tack
Guiding services  

NOT INCLUDED:  
Airfare

Travel Insurance
Gratuities for the team  
at the end of your stay 

Airport Transfers
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Rider
REVIEWS

he facilities on this trek are just as lovely as the pictures. I had a 
gorgeous rondavel bedroom with a big comfortable bed and my own 

bathroom. The food is plentiful (is it ever!) and so delicious and fresh. I’m a 
pretty confirmed carnivore so I enjoyed trying the game meats we had (eland 
is delicious) but they had plenty of filling options for non meat lovers.
The horses are well-behaved and energetic – there’s rarely a need to thump 
them to keep up – and the guides quickly learn good horse and rider match 
ups. The Maclellan saddles took some getting used to – so different from a 
dressage saddle! Definitely bring boots that are comfortable for walking in 
when not riding, as well as a seat saver – because you will be in the saddle 
for hours every day.
I traveled solo but was fortunate to join a group of three ladies who were 
super fun, great riders, and often did trips together so we got lots of chances 
to gallop and “kick some dust”.
We saw SO MANY animals! Regular sightings in South Africa were 
impala (who make the most ridiculous pig noises in mating season), 
springbok, kudu, wildebeest, eland, blesbok, steenbok, gemsbok, zebra, 
warthogs, duiker, ostriches and the resident giraffes. Lots of monkeys, 
baboons and birds of every color as well.
In South Africa all of the land is pretty much fenced game preserves so the 
rides take you to multiple reserves. One ride took us by a children’s school 
and they sang a lovely song for us – so cute in their uniforms! We also did an 
overnight trip to a neighboring reserve and beautiful lodge on a watering hole 
where we watched animals for hours over a lovely dinner. And every evening 
brought the option of a soda or “sundowner” gin and tonic often on the ride!
I highly recommend this trip!  Alix J.
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